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Pacific Adjective Peaceful              The pacific environment 

helped her relax. 

Calm, 

Tranquil 
Agitated 

Pacify Verb 
To calm or 
appease 

                      The mother tried to pacify the 
crying child. 

Soothe, 
Placate 

Provoke 

Pail Noun 
A container for 
liquids 

          She filled the pail with water. Bucket, Can  

Pallid Adjective 
Pale, lacking 
color 

                    His face was pallid due to 
illness. 

Pale, Wan Rosy 

Panacea Noun 
A cure-all 
solution 

            
         

      
Education is no panacea for all 
social problems. 

Cure, 
Remedy 

 

Paradox Noun 

A 

contradictory 
statement 

               

     
              It is a paradox that technology 

can isolate people. 
Contradiction Consistency 

Parsimony Noun 

Extreme 
unwillingness 

to spend 
money 

                            His parsimony kept him from 

enjoying life. 
Stinginess Generosity 

Paucity Noun Scarcity             There is a paucity of reliable 

information. 

Scarcity, 

Lack 
Abundance 

Pawn Noun 
A chess piece; 
a pledge 

             He felt like a pawn in a 
political game. 

Pledge, Tool King 

Peculiar Adjective 
Strange or 

unusual 
              Her behavior seemed peculiar 

to everyone. 
Strange, Odd Normal 

Penchant Noun A strong liking            He has a penchant for 
collecting rare stamps. 

Inclination, 
Fondness 

Dislike 

Peril Noun Serious danger             The hikers were in peril when 
the storm struck. 

Danger, Risk Safety 

Perilous Adjective Dangerous                     The journey through the jungle 
was perilous. 

Hazardous, 
Risky 

Safe 

Periodic Adjective Occurring at                    The periodic inspection keeps Regular, Irregular 
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intervals           the machine running. Repeated 

Perish Verb 
To die or be 

destroyed 
                   Many plants perished during 

the drought. 

Die, 

Succumb 
Survive 

Pernicious Adjective 
Having a 
harmful effect 

                 Smoking has a pernicious 
effect on health. 

Harmful, 
Deleterious 

Beneficial 

Perquisite Noun 
A benefit or 

privilege 
                           A company car is a perquisite 

of her job. 

Perk, 

Advantage 
 

Persevere Verb 
To continue 
despite 
difficulties 

                       He had to persevere through 
many challenges. 

Persist, 
Endure 

Quit 

Persist Verb 
To continue 
firmly 

                        She persists in her efforts to 
learn the piano. 

Continue, 
Insist 

Give up 

Perspicuous Adjective 
Clearly 
expressed 

                His perspicuous explanation 
helped everyone. 

Clear, Lucid Obscure 

Pursue Verb 
To follow or 

chase 
                   He decided to pursue a career 

in law. 

Chase, 

Follow 
Avoid 

Peruse Verb 
To read 
carefully 

              She perused the document 
before signing it. 

Study, 
Examine 

Skim 

Pester Verb 
To annoy 

repeatedly 
                     The child pestered his parents 

for a toy. 

Annoy, 

Bother 
Soothe 

Petition Noun 
A formal 
request 

             They submitted a petition to 
the government. 

Appeal, 
Request 

Demand 

Philanthropist Noun 
One who helps 

others 
               

The philanthropist donated a 

large sum to charity. 

Benefactor, 

Donor 
Opponent 

Pinnacle Noun 
The highest 
point 

         Reaching the pinnacle of his 
career took years. 

Peak, 
Summit  

Base 

Pious Adjective 
Deeply 

religious 
                   

He was known for his pious 

nature. 

Devout, 

Reverent 
Impious 

Pity Noun 
Compassionate 
sorrow 

            She felt pity for the homeless 
man. 

Compassion, 
Sympathy 

Cruelty 
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Pleasure Noun 
A feeling of 

happiness 
              It was a pleasure to meet you. Joy, Delight Misery 

Plebiscite Noun 
A direct vote 
by the 
electorate 

         ಜ    The issue was decided by a 
plebiscite. 

Referendum  

Plump Adjective 
Full and 

rounded 
                  

The cat grew plump over the 

winter. 
Chubby, Fat Thin 

Poach Verb 
To illegally 
hunt animals 

                              They were arrested for 
poaching deer in the forest. 

Steal, Hunt Protect 

Podium Noun 
A platform to 

speak from 
             She stood at the podium to 

give her speech. 
Stage, Stand  

Poignant Adjective 
Evoking 
strong feelings 

                           The movie's ending was very 
poignant. 

Moving, 
Touching 

Unemotional 

Porous Adjective Full of holes                         The sponge was porous and 

absorbed water quickly. 

Permeable, 

Absorbent 
Impermeable 

Pragmatic Adjective 
Practical and 
realistic 

                    She took a pragmatic approach 
to the problem. 

Practical, 
Realistic 

Idealistic 

Preamble Noun 

An 

introduction to 
a document 

             
The preamble of the 

Constitution is well-known. 
Introduction Conclusion 

Predilection Noun 
A preference 
for something 

                 He has a predilection for spicy 
food. 

Preference, 
Liking 

Dislike 

Premonition Noun 

A strong 
feeling 
something is 

about to 
happen 

        
         

           She had a premonition about 

the accident. 
Forewarning  

Preponderance Noun 
The quality of 

being greater 
            There is a preponderance of 

evidence against him. 

Dominance, 

Majority 
Minority 

Pretend Verb 
To act as if 
something is 
true 

             He pretended to be asleep 
when his mom checked. 

Feign, 
Simulate 

Reveal 
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Priority Noun 

Something 

given attention 
before others 

               Education is a top priority for 

the government. 

Preference, 

Importance 
Neglect 

Prodigal Adjective 
Wastefully 
extravagant 

                        His prodigal habits left him in 
debt. 

Wasteful, 
Lavish 

Frugal 

Proficient Adjective 

Skilled in 

doing 
something 

                She is proficient in multiple 
languages. 

Skilled, 
Competent 

Incompetent 

Profligate Adjective 
Recklessly 

wasteful 
                        The profligate use of resources 

is alarming. 

Wasteful, 

Extravagant 
Economical 

Prognosis Noun 

The expected 

outcome of a 
disease 

           
       

           

The prognosis for the patient 
was positive. 

Forecast, 
Prediction 

 

Proliferate Verb 
To increase 
rapidly 

                Fake news tends to proliferate 
quickly online. 

Multiply, 
Expand 

Diminish 

Promiscuous Adjective 
Having many 
transient 
relationships 

              ಜ  He was criticized for his 
promiscuous behavior. 

Licentious Chaste 

Prophylactic Adjective 

Intended to 

prevent 
disease 

                      Vaccines are used as 
prophylactic measures. 

Preventive  

Propinquity Noun 
Nearness in 

space or time 
                  

The propinquity of the office 

to her home was a plus. 
Proximity Distance 

Propitiate Verb 
To appease or 
win favor 

                    He made offerings to propitiate 
the gods. 

Appease, 
Satisfy 

Agitate 

Proposition Noun 
A suggested 

plan 
               He made a business 

proposition to the investors. 

Proposal, 

Suggestion 
 

Protrude Verb To stick out                        The rock protruded from the 
surface of the lake. 

Stick out, 
Extend 

Recede 

Prudent Adjective 
Acting with 

care 
                It was prudent to save money 

for emergencies. 

Cautious, 

Wise 
Reckless 
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Proscribe Verb 

To forbid, 

especially by 
law 

                 The government proscribed 

certain activities. 
Ban, Prohibit Allow 

Prosper Verb 
To be 
successful or 

fortunate 

                        She hopes her business will 

prosper. 

Thrive, 

Flourish 
Fail 

Protagonist Noun 
The main 
character in a 

story 

                   The protagonist faced many 
challenges. 

Hero, Lead Antagonist 

Provisional Adjective 
Temporary, 
subject to 

change 

                She received a provisional 
license. 

Temporary, 
Interim 

Permanent 

Provoke Verb 
To incite or 
stir up 

                     His actions were meant to 
provoke a reaction. 

Incite, 
Agitate 

Calm 

Proximity Noun 
Nearness in 
space or time 

          The proximity of the school 
made it convenient. 

Closeness, 
Vicinity 

Distance 

Prudent Adjective 

Acting with 
care and 
thought for the 

future 

                It is prudent to save for 
unexpected expenses. 

Cautious, 
Wise 

Reckless 

Preamble Noun 
An 
introduction to 

a document 

             
The preamble of the 
Constitution explains its 

purpose. 

Introduction Appendix 

Prolific Adjective 
Producing 
much or many 

              
      

              
The author was a prolific 
writer, publishing dozens of 
books. 

Productive Unproductive 

Profound Adjective 
Very deep or 

intense 
              

The speech had a profound 

effect on the audience. 
Deep, Intense Superficial 

 


